
	

 
NEWS RELEASE 
For Immediate Release 
 

DEFENDER LIVES ON: LAND ROVER LAUNCHES V8 EDITION  
TO CELEBRATE 70TH ANNIVERSARY 

• 405PS Defender Works V8 celebrates 70 years of Land Rover marque 

• 5.0-litre petrol V8 Defender is the most powerful and fastest ever created by Land 
Rover, with 0-60mph in 5.6sec* 

• Collector’s edition – Limited run of up to 150 Defenders badged 70th Edition  

• All enquiries from prospective Defender Works V8 clients should be directed to Land 
Rover Classic: info@classic.landrover.co.uk / +44 (0) 203 601 1255 

 

(PETALING JAYA – 19 January 2018) Land Rover UK today announces a limited-edition 

high-performance version of the iconic Defender, with up to 150 V8-powered examples re-

engineered to celebrate the Land Rover marque’s 70th anniversary in 2018.  

 

The Defender Works V8 pays homage to the early high-powered engines in both the Series 

III Stage 1 V8 from 1979 and subsequent Defenders including the 50th Anniversary Edition, 

which are highly sought after by enthusiasts and collectors today. 

 

Defender Works V8 is the most powerful and fastest version that Land Rover has ever 

created. The 5.0-litre naturally-aspirated petrol V8 powertrain produces 405PS and 515 Nm 

of torque (the standard Defender delivered 122PS and 360 Nm). The Defender Works V8 

will accelerate from 0-60mph in 5.6sec*, while top speed is increased to 106mph.  

 

Tim Hannig, Jaguar Land Rover Classic Director, said: “It’s fitting that we’ve been able to 

release the full potential of the iconic Defender, whose much-loved shape remains 

synonymous with Land Rover, 70 years since it was seen in public for the first time.  

 

“The idea of reintroducing a V8 Defender was something we were discussing as far back as 

2014, when we were still building the Defender in Solihull. We knew the demand was there 

for a powerful and fast Defender; the Land Rover authenticity is the ultimate finishing touch 

for discerning clients purchasing these collector’s edition Defenders.” 

 



	

The V8 powertrain will be fitted to 150 specially-selected and re-engineered Defenders for 

the 70th Edition, complemented by an eight-speed ZF automatic transmission with sport 

mode, uprated brakes and handling kit (springs, dampers and anti-roll bars), plus exclusive 

18-inch diamond-turned Sawtooth alloy wheels and 265/65 R18 all-terrain tyres.  

 

Eight standard body colours include two satin finishes – contrasting with a Santorini Black 

roof, wheel arches and front grille – finished with machined aluminium door handles, fuel 

filler cap and Defender bonnet lettering. A comprehensive lighting upgrade includes bi-LED 

headlamps. 

 

Full Windsor Leather interior trim covers the dashboard, door panels, headlining and Recaro 

sports seats. Land Rover Classic’s own Classic Infotainment System is also fitted. 

Both 90 and 110 wheelbase Defender Works V8 derivatives will be available to purchase 

direct from Land Rover Classic, with prices starting from £150,000 for a 90 in the UK. 

 

A select number of upgrades inspired by Defender Works V8 will also be available to 

purchase soon from Land Rover Classic, including power upgrades for the TDCi diesel 

engine, high-performance suspension and braking kits.  

 

Land Rover intends to continue the Defender lineage and will use its technology, pioneering 

engineering capability and design expertise to ensure the longevity of the Defender name.  

The all-new Defender is subject to further announcements. 

 

Malaysia’s Commemorative Edition of the Defender 

In commemorating the anniversary celebration of the iconic Defender, Jaguar Land Rover 

Malaysia has released the last lot of Double Cab Defenders in limited commemorative 

special colours. The last 12 units of Defenders in Malaysia spots contrasting black roof and 

rims for the Sicilian Yellow and Montalcino Red whilst contrasting silver roof and rims are 

paired with the Baltic Blue double cabs. Coloured stitching for the leather gear knob, steering 

wheel and seats are matched to the exterior paint. The headlining of the commemorative 

edition defenders in Malaysia have also been upgraded to provide a luxurious feel to the 

overall cabin. 

 

The commemorative edition is retailed at MYR198,800.00 (inclusive of GST but excludes 

road tax, insurance and registration). It is powered by a 2.2l Diesel engine and paired with a 

6-Speed manual transmission.  



	

 

TECHNICAL DATA LAND ROVER DEFENDER WORKS V8 – 70TH EDITION 
ENGINE & TRANSMISSION  

Engine capacity (cc) 4,999 

Cylinders V8 naturally-aspirated petrol (EU5) 

Power PS 405 @ 6,000rpm 

Torque Nm 515 @ 5,000rpm 

Transmission 8-speed automatic with Pistol Shifter, All-Wheel Drive, two-speed transfer box, 
heavy-duty front and rear differentials, torque-biasing centre differential 

CHASSIS  

Front and rear suspension Front: live beam axle, coil springs, telescopic dampers. Panhard rod and 
Radius arms. Anti-roll bar 

Rear: live beam axle, coil springs, telescopic dampers. ‘A’ frame and Trailing 
Links. Anti-roll bar. 

Front brakes Servo-assisted 335mm discs, four-piston calipers 

Rear brakes Servo-assisted 300mm discs, four-piston calipers 

Wheels and tyres 18in diamond-turned Sawtooth alloy wheels, 265/65 R18 all-terrain tyres 

Steering Recirculating ball, power-assisted 

PERFORMANCE & ECONOMY  

0-60mph (sec) 5.6 (*90 Station Wagon)  

Top speed (mph) 106 (limited) 

 
MARKET AVAILABILITY 
 
Defender Works V8 is available in the United Kingdom, and MENA markets on a personal import basis. 
European market availability is also on an individual import basis, subject to rules on importation of vehicle 
conversions. 
 
V8 DEFENDER HISTORY 
 

• V8 powertrains in the Land Rover Defender and its production predecessors started with the Series III 
Stage 1 V8 of 1979. The carburetted 3.5-litre Rover V8 produced 90bhp.  

• The Land Rover One Ten from 1983, and Ninety from 1984, used the same 3.5-litre Rover V8 engine as 
the Series III Stage 1 V8, but in 113bhp form, uprated to 135bhp from 1987.  

• For North American Specification (NAS) Defender 90s and 110s only, from 1992, a 182bhp fuel-injected 
3.9-litre version of the Rover V8 was fitted, along with a four-speed automatic transmission.  

• In 1998, the fuel-injected 190bhp 4.0-litre V8 from the second-generation Range Rover was fitted to a 
limited run of 50th Anniversary Defender 90s, with a four-speed automatic transmission. 

• 5.0-litre naturally-aspirated 2018 Defender Works V8 is the first official V8-powered Land Rover 
Defender to be introduced since 1998. 

 

Jaguar Land Rover – The World Leader in Automotive Aluminium Body Construction 
Jaguar Land Rover is one of the first carmakers in the world to use aluminium extensively in its model 
range. The company introduced aluminium body structures initially to its Jaguar line, achieving weight 
reduction of about 40 per cent using stamped panels, castings and aluminium extrusions. The 
benefits include weight savings, improved fuel efficiency, lower emissions, increased crash safety and 



	

improved vehicle dynamics. The use of aluminium continues to grow – from the all-new Range Rover 
and Range Rover Sport to the exciting new Jaguar F-PACE, as well as the F-TYPE, XE, XF and XJ. 
The body structure of the XJ, Range Rover Sport and Range Rover is 100% aluminium, the Discovery 
- 80% aluminium, while the XE and XF is 75% aluminium. 
 
 
About Jaguar Land Rover 
Jaguar Land Rover is the UK’s largest automotive manufacturer, built around two iconic British 
car brands: Land Rover, the world’s leading manufacturer of premium all-wheel-drive vehicles; 
and Jaguar, one of the world’s premier luxury sports saloon and sports car marques. 
 
We employ almost 42,000 people globally and support around 240,000 more through our dealerships, 
suppliers and local businesses. Manufacturing is centred in the UK, with additional plants in China, 
Brazil, Austria and Slovakia. 
 
At Jaguar Land Rover, we are driven by a desire to deliver class-leading vehicles, which will provide 
experiences our customers will love, for life. Our products are in demand around the globe. In 2017 
Jaguar Land Rover sold 621,109 vehicles in 130 countries, with more than 80 per cent of our vehicles 
being sold abroad. 
 
Our innovation is continuous: we will spend more than £4 billion in the coming year on new product 
creation and capital expenditure. 
 
From 2020 all new Jaguar Land Rover vehicles will be electrified, giving our customers even more 
choice. We will introduce a portfolio of electrified products across our model range, embracing fully 
electric, plug-in hybrid and mild hybrid vehicles as well as continuing to offer ultra-clean petrol and 
diesel engines. 
 
 
About Jaguar Land Rover Malaysia  
Jaguar Land Rover (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd, a joint venture between SISMA Auto and Sime Darby 
Motors, is the exclusive importer for Jaguar and Land Rover vehicles in Malaysia. The joint venture 
was formed via SISMA Auto’s acquisition of a 40% share in Sime Darby Motors’ Land Rover 
(Malaysia) Sdn Bhd, which was then renamed Jaguar Land Rover (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd.  
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